Julian Cat Henry, Helper and Healer Goes Worldwide - 1/06 

Henry’s life started in the most anonymous way in Julian. Nine months and an amputation later, he has a book, Henry’s World and website, henrysworld.org. As of Dec. 29, when he had three and a half minutes on the morning show with Daryn Kagen on CNN he has had visitors from over 30 countries world wide on the web. Henry thought that CNN was Cat National Network. With over 400 emails from wonderful new paw pals worldwide, for him his title was true. These days, Henry is a very busy guy. His cat scribe Mom Cathy splits her time between typing his correspondence and being a literary courier, otherwise know as a postal clerk, for a cat.

Since the first story on Henry in the Julian News, he has had seven stories written about him and sold out the entire first edition of his book. He is on many blogs, most of which he never heard of. January 15th he is expecting another 3000 books to arrive on his doorstep. As far as he is concerned the boxes are just more fun places to play in and on. He is to be on the cover of San Diego Pets Magazine in February. His new edition will be $25 and has the addition of a music CD on the inside cover which will surprise and delight his fans. As of January, he has over 4500 emails in his letterbox in the sky.

Henry, the little cat that could, has become a symbol of beating the odds and reaching out to others who need a chance in life. Before Christmas, Henry read the moving story in the Union Tribune about Dr. Jo Del Rio who was praying for a miracle. She was a woman, with a PhD, who was quite ill and had become homeless due to her medical condition. All she wanted was to be reunited with her cats Henry let out a very loud Me-ooowwie and then sprang into action. Within minutes he had written a letter to her saying that he would send out an SOS to his paw pals and he and his friends would do their best to get her out of the San Diego Rescue Mission and reunited in a home before Christmas. He tried his very best to do that by Christmas. That was impossible, but he is thrilled to report that Dr. Jo was in her new apartment with her feline family by Dec 27th. She and they are happy and Henry felt he was a lucky boy, indeed, to have friends and family that could help him fulfill his promises. Lots more help is needed, as rent is just part of living. He knows if he spreads the word more help will come.

A bit later he got a letter from a San Diego man who had accidentally run over a cat. He didn’t know whom the cat belonged to but was very distraught at the severe injuries he and his car had wrought. He tried to get animal control people to help but they only recommended that he go to the animal hospital. The man instantly named the injured cat Chance, as he wanted to give him another chance at life. Chance has had two surgeries, lost one eye and six teeth and needs one more surgery. He will be fine but the man’s credit card was maxed out. The bill, approaching $3000, was more than he can do himself. He tried to get the local papers to write a story to help him but to no avail
.
Somehow, he found Henry. The same day that Henry learned of Chance’s needs, Mom Cathy went to the post office box and found a very unusual letter. It said,” Henry, you seem to me the kind of guy that would know what to do with this, and by the way, can you send me one of your books” In that envelope were 11 crisp $100 bills.! Henry knew what to do with that money, Chance needed one more surgery. 

Remembering that he was alive only because his Moms had paid for his surgery He wrote Chance’s new Dad and said he would help by giving money and asking others to join him. 
At a dinner in Julian, another donor, a retired Marine Colonel gave $1000 to Henry for the first 50 books to go to our amputees returning from Iraq. To date, Henry has sent 60 books to help the wounded troops learn to write a new story for their life. If you want to help Chance, Dr. Jo and others in need, stick a dollar or two in an envelope and send it to Breakthrough Press Box 135 La Jolla Ca. 92038. Henry promises he will use it to help his friend have the same break in life he got and if there is extra he will give it to others in need. 

The stories Henry got from CNN are touching beyond words. The letters to him reveal how many good people there are in the world who love and will do anything to save the lives of the animals who grace us with their presence. He continues to give all his profits from his books to animal situations that he finds that need his help.

Henry makes clear that just because we can’t do everything is no excuse for doing nothing. He plans to work tirelessly in his own life to nudge others to join him in fun and heartwarming stories, but also in reaching out to the weakest and most vulnerable in our world and make a difference, one paw and one dollar at a time. So, along with his main function as a storyteller “the little feline that could” is becoming a fundraiser for animal charities. Henry’s World, which contains 250 color photos, serves as an unlikely inspirational jolt to get us out of our human heads and facilitate direct support of other beings whose troubles never make headlines. Any animal group or Vet in the world can buy his books at cost and raise money to help animals anywhere in the world. 

It all started in the town of Julian that has suffered so much loss of its own. Who says we are a small town? We, like Henry, have a BIG Heart.

Books locally available at Books and Nooks, Yesteryear, Julian Vet, Grocery Store or can be ordered at henrysworld.org

