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humans to think of themselves beyond
their circumstances, Conheim says.

“Animals don’t ever look backward to
what they had; only humans do that,” she
says. “Animals wake up one day and figure
out how to do life with what they have.
They’re great teachers.”

The self-published books, including
Henry’s World, What's the Matter with Henry
and Dolly’sbook What's the Matter with Me?
I'm Here, Too, help readers develop anewvo-
cabulary for healing, Conheim says. The ma-
terials have been distributed to schools and
hospitals nationwide to help people over-
come stigma and see themselves as more
than their disabilities.

Conheim recalls one touching letter.

“One gal from Maryland wrote, ‘Henry,
ifyou want to know why your life was saved,
he’s 8 years old and his name is Jose. Ashe
was on his way to have his leg amputated,
he held onto your book because he wants to
have the heart of alion like you.”

Eight weeks later, Conheim says, the
little boy drew a picture for Henry, illus-
trating his new prosthetic. He asked Henry
why he didn’t have a prosthetic, too.
“Henry wrote back, ‘T had an extraleg. I
had four and I didn’t need four. I can do
fine on three,” Conheim says. “So there en-
sues correspondence.”

That correspondence helped give the
young boy courage and confidence. It
helped him heal, Conheim says.

For more
information about
Henry’s World or to purchase
materials at cost to raise funds for

your school or nonprofit organization,
please visit www. henrysworld.org.
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Whether a person is coping with cancer,
struggling with tragedy or simply looking
for a place of trust, caring and unconditional
love, Henry is there to help.

“He’sbecome the country’s thera-pet,”
Conheim says. “I would never have guessed
thatavirtual pet could become so endeared
to literally millions of people who have read
about him.” *&*
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Wendy Bedwell-Wilson is an award-
winning writer who has been writing
about pets for nearly 10 years. Author of
Boston Terriers for Dummies (Wiley,
2007) and Yorkshire Terriers,
(TFH/Animal Planet, 2006), Wendy
shares her Oregon home with her
husband, two rescued domestic shorthair
cats and a Pointer-Greyhound mix.
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